
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H4743 May 9, 2007 
wanted us to help them move in a new 
direction. 

So it is just not isolated just to the 
issues we have been talking about to-
night. We could go through a laundry 
list. 

Mr. ALTMIRE. We only have about a 
minute and a half left, and Mr. MURPHY 
is going to do the wrap-up. 

I just wanted to say that I see this 
prop that we have here, and it reminds 
me of, Mr. MURPHY and I were watch-
ing you and Mr. MEEK and Mr. RYAN 
last year with that big oil rubber 
stamp that you kept bringing around. 
Thankfully, we were able to retire that 
rubber stamp because the American 
people voted for a change in direction. 
I hope it is not going to take 18 months 
for us to retire that prop, that we are 
going to take clear and decisive action 
here in Congress, as I know we will 
under the Speaker’s a leadership, and 
we are going to be able to do something 
about the gas prices in a way that is 
going to allow us to retire your prop 
there. But we are going to do our part, 
and I am going to send it over now to 
Mr. MURPHY. 

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. Speak-
ing of props, I think by displaying that 
rather thin wallet before, I inadvert-
ently started to make a case for an in-
crease in congressional pay, for staff 
members here. 

So, we are on honored to be able to 
have this opportunity that the Speaker 
has given us, Mr. ALTMIRE and I, cer-
tainly to be able to join our colleagues 
who have been up here for the last few 
years beating the drum. 

You can e-mail us at 
30somethingdems@mail.house.gov or 
you can visit us on the web at 
www.speaker.gov/30something. We hope 
that people will share their thoughts 
with us. 

f 

DUST AND TOXINS FROM 9/11 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. SUT-
TON). Under the Speaker’s announced 
policy of January 18, 2007, the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. MALONEY) 
is recognized for 60 minutes. 

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Madam 
Speaker, today on the House floor, we 
passed a very important bill to reau-
thorize the Department of Homeland 
Security. Tonight, we must take time 
to remember the horrific event that 
made our Nation realize that we needed 
a Department of Homeland Security to 
begin with, the attacks of September 
11, 2001. 

We will never forget that fateful day 
and the thousands of people who lost 
their lives, and now we know that 
thousands more lost their health. 

We must not forget the firefighters, 
police officers, EMTs and other first re-
sponders who bravely rushed to save 
the lives of others, even as everyone 
else was running in the opposite direc-
tion. 

Within hours of the collapse of the 
World Trade Center, those first re-
sponders labored alongside hard hats 

and average New Yorkers without re-
gard for their own health or safety. 
They spent countless hours working 
the pit, sifting through the rubble, hop-
ing against hope that they would be 
able to rescue someone trapped deep 
below. 

Unfortunately, as the days went on 
and the mission turned from a rescue- 
and-recovery mission to a cleanup site, 
these brave men and women stayed. 
While they labored, most were not 
given the proper respiratory equip-
ment, and all were given inaccurate in-
formation about the quality of the air 
they were breathing. They were told 
that the ‘‘air was safe to breathe.’’ 
They were told that it was not a health 
hazard to be there. 

Let us take a closer look: This air, 
the air enveloped by this massive toxic 
dust cloud, they said was safe to 
breathe. Unfortunately, we now know 
better. We know more about what was 
in that cloud, a poisonous cocktail of 
thousands of tons of coarse and fine 
particulate matter, pulverized cement 
and glass and other toxic pollutants. 

To the mix were added 24,000 gallons 
of burning jet fuel and plastics, which 
created a dense plume of black smoke 
containing cancer-causing volatile or-
ganic compounds, dioxins and hydro-
carbons, a specific combination of tox-
ins probably never seen before and 
hopefully that we will never see again. 

And all of this went into the mouths, 
throats and lungs of tens of thousands 
of workers while they tirelessly worked 
long shifts, not thinking first of their 
health but of serving this great Nation. 

Later in this hour, I am going to 
share with you the stories of the indi-
vidual brave men and women who 
worked at ground zero, but now let me 
just share one about the dust. 

This is a story from Denise Bel-
lingham of Long Island, New York. In 
her own words, as reported in the New 
York Daily News, she said, ‘‘The air 
was indescribable,’’ as you can see. 
‘‘You couldn’t eat anything that wasn’t 
covered with dust. We had paper 
masks, but they were no good. Con-
densation from breathing turned the 
mask into mud. It was worse to 
breathe with it on. We got respirators 
about a week into it, but they were not 
fit-tested. They just came in boxes, and 
we grabbed one that might fit. 

‘‘I worked more than 300 hours at 
ground zero. I considered it a thank 
you to America, a chance to do some-
thing for my country and for my fellow 
New Yorkers and for my co-workers 
who were buried in the rubble. 

‘‘We never expected anything to go 
wrong. Every day we were told the air 
was safe to breathe. Working down 
there as a team gave us healing. We 
could feel all the angels, all the people 
who had died there.’’ 

Again, that was one of the personal 
accounts of work at ground zero, as re-
ported in the Pulitzer Prize-winning 
Daily News series on the Forgotten He-
roes of 9/11. 

Now, well over 5 years after 9/11, we 
are seeing the potentially deadly ef-

fects on the thousands who worked 
around ground zero. This is in addition 
to the untold numbers of residents, 
area office workers and school children 
also exposed to the toxins of ground 
zero but have never received any med-
ical monitoring or assistance from the 
Federal Government. 

We have numerous peer-reviewed, 
scientific studies linking people’s sick-
nesses to the toxins of ground zero. 

Last year we learned from Mount 
Sinai, an important hospital in my dis-
trict, and the World Trade Center Med-
ical Monitoring Program that 70 per-
cent of 9/11 responders suffered res-
piratory problems and 60 percent are 
still sick as a direct result of their 
work at ground zero. Making matters 
worse, nearly 40 percent of those 
screened have no health insurance, and 
for those who do have insurance, work- 
related illnesses are most often not 
covered. 

We also learned from the fire depart-
ment that the average New York City 
firefighter has lost 12 years of lung ca-
pacity following their service at 
ground zero, and many have been 
forced to retire or be reassigned due to 
their 9/11 illnesses. 

And just 2 days ago, a new report 
from the fire department and Einstein 
College of Medicine in New York clear-
ly linked World Trade Center dust to a 
rare type of lung-scarring disease, sar-
coidosis, which involves an inflamma-
tion that produces tiny lumps of cells 
in the lungs. In some cases, the illness 
gets progressively worse and can be 
fatal. 

Let there be no doubt. We now have 
scientific proof that the 9/11 health cri-
sis is real, and that it is truly a matter 
of life and death. 

b 2130 
Tonight I want everyone listening to 

understand this. The 9/11 health crisis 
is not only a New York City problem. 
The attacks on 9/11 were attacks 
against our Nation, not just New York. 
The whole country was touched; and, 
in the aftermath, people from every 
State in the Nation were exposed to 
these toxins while they assisted in the 
massive rescue recovery and cleanup 
efforts. Whether you came from Cali-
fornia, Florida, Michigan, Pennsyl-
vania, Hawaii, Alaska, you breathed in 
the same toxic air. 

Last month, Congressman VITO 
FOSSELLA and I released a report show-
ing that Americans from all 50 States 
were exposed to the aftermath of 9/11 
and have serious concerns about their 
health. 

This map shows how many people 
from each State enrolled in the World 
Trade Center Health Registry, which is 
a comprehensive health survey of those 
most heavily exposed to the toxins of 
Ground Zero. Those who enrolled an-
swered a 30-minute telephone survey 
about where they were and what they 
did on 9/11, and they were asked to re-
port the status of their health. This 
will allow health professionals to com-
pare the health of those most exposed 
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to the events of 9/11 with the health of 
the general population. 

Over 71,000 people who met the eligi-
bility requirements of direct exposure 
decided to enroll in the registry. We 
know that there are an estimated 
410,000 people who would have been eli-
gible, meaning that 410,000 people were 
likely directly exposed to the deadly 
toxins of 9/11. 

Of the 71,000 people who were con-
cerned enough about their health to 
enroll, over 8,000 live in New Jersey, 
over 1,200 live in California, another 
1,200 live in Florida, 156 live in Arizona, 
350 live in Georgia, 238 in Maryland, 
and 341 live in Texas. At least 28 people 
came from as far away as Hawaii. 

The list goes on and on, but the mes-
sage of this map is clear: This is a na-
tional emergency, and it deserves a 
strong Federal response. 

Over 1,000 people are from Pennsyl-
vania, including Ryan McCormick, who 
came to Ground Zero from Representa-
tive DENT’s district in Pennsylvania. 
His father, David McCormick, sent me 
an e-mail explaining that Ryan was a 
paramedic for University Hospital in 
Newark, New Jersey, who came to the 
aid of New York in our country in our 
time of need. 

In his 5 days at Ground Zero, he 
served in many capacities. A year and 
a half later, he came down with Hodg-
kin’s Disease, a cancer of the lym-
phatic system. He has undergone a 
great deal of chemotherapy and radi-
ation, but nothing has worked. We sin-
cerely thank Ryan for his service to 
our country, and we pledge that we will 
not forget his service or his health 
needs. 

I also thank him for his hard work in 
getting the message out to country and 
Congress that we cannot forget the he-
roes of 9/11, and I am told that he is 
with us tonight in the gallery. We want 
to personally thank you for your serv-
ice and your courage. 

With a problem of this scope, what 
we need right now is a plan from the 
current administration on how they in-
tend to medically monitor everyone 
who was exposed to the deadly toxins 
at Ground Zero, and we need a plan to 
treat everyone who is sick. That is the 
least that we can do for these heroes 
and heroines. 

Along with my colleagues in New 
York and our entire delegation, I have 
been calling for a plan for years now. 
We don’t have a plan yet, but we have 
made some important progress. 

After a long fight with the adminis-
tration, in May, 2003, we were success-
ful in securing $90 million for medical 
monitoring for responders. 

Then, with the leadership of Rep-
resentative SHAYS, the Government Re-
form Committee started a series of im-
portant congressional hearings bring-
ing this topic to light. 

Then, after the President actually re-
scinded, they took out of the budget 
$125 million meant for New York recov-
ery efforts, the New York delegation 
fought to have the $125 million restored 

in October of 2005. Of that, $50 million 
was set aside for workers’ compensa-
tion, and $75 million was for medical 
monitoring and treatment. This was 
the first-ever Federal funding for treat-
ment of sick 9/11 responders. 

Unfortunately, then we had to fight 
just as hard to get that $75 million out 
of the hands of the Department of 
Health and Human Services and to the 
doctors and patients that need to be 
monitored and treated. 

Finally, in late fall of this year, the 
$75 million was finally released to help 
the men and women who helped so 
many on 9/11. 

While we were fighting to get that 
funding released, we took a step closer 
to having a coordinated Federal re-
sponse when the Director of the Na-
tional Institute of Occupational Safety 
and Health, Dr. John Howard, was ap-
pointed at the request of the New York 
congressional delegation as the Federal 
coordinator for 9/11 health issues in 
February of 2006. 

Since his appointment, we have seen 
the release of the first clinical guide-
lines on the physical health effects 
many have suffered from the World 
Trade Center attacks and a draft of au-
topsy guidelines. 

We have also seen Assistant Sec-
retary John Agwunobi appointed as 
leader of a task force on 9/11 health 
within the Department of Health and 
Human Services. While we were prom-
ised a plan from this new task force be-
tween February of this year, Congress 
has yet to see one. We still do not have 
a plan from the administration to 
medically monitor everyone exposed to 
those deadly toxins and treat those 
who are sick as a result of exposure in 
their hard work at Ground Zero. 

That is why, along with Congressman 
FOSSELLA, I have introduced a resolu-
tion which calls on the administration 
to create a comprehensive long-term 
plan to medically monitor everyone ex-
posed and treat those who have become 
sick. 

Along with many Members of Con-
gress, I have also introduced the first 
comprehensive authorizing legislation 
to care for both the health and eco-
nomic well-being of all those affected. 
Named after New York City Police De-
tective James Zadroga, one of the first 
9/11 responders to have his death di-
rectly attributed to his exposure to the 
toxins of Ground Zero, this legislation 
combines and builds upon two pieces of 
legislation that we have previously in-
troduced in the 108th and 109th Con-
gress, the Remember 9/11 Health Act 
and the James Zadroga Act to reopen 
the Victims’ Compensation Fund. 

H.R. 1638, the James Zadroga Act, the 
9/11 Health and Compensation Act, has 
four main components. It provides, 
first, for medical monitoring and treat-
ment; secondly, compensation; thirdly, 
research; and, fourthly, coordination. 

To provide medical monitoring and 
treatment, the James Zadroga Health 
and Compensation Act continues and 
expands the current programs at three 

Centers for Excellence dedicated to 9/11 
health issues to all people exposed to 
the toxins of 9/11, including first re-
sponders, rescue, recovery and cleanup 
workers, area residents, office workers 
and students. It would ensure that ev-
eryone exposed is monitored, and ev-
eryone who is sick is treated. 

With regard to compensation, the 
legislation reopens the September 11 
Victims’ Compensation Fund to pro-
vide individuals who have become sick 
with 9/11 compensation for their loss. 
We can’t make a person whole by help-
ing them with their health but not ad-
dressing their economic needs. 

For research, H.R. 1638 directs the 
Department of Health and Human 
Services to conduct or support diag-
nostic and treatment research for 
health conditions that are associated 
with the exposure to the terrorist at-
tacks of September 11, 2001. 

To ensure coordination, the bill es-
tablishes the 9/11 Health Emergency 
Coordinating Council for the purpose of 
discussing, examining and formulating 
recommendations to improve coordina-
tion between the Federal, State and 
local problems and getting those gov-
ernments on all three levels to work 
together. 

Passing long-term comprehensive 
legislation like this, and securing fund-
ing in the meantime, has proven to be 
a long, hard fight. Those who are sick 
from 9/11 are fighting for their lives, 
and we cannot forget them. 

I stand here tonight to promise that 
I will not rest until we have a system 
in place that medically monitors ev-
eryone exposed to the deadly toxins 
and treats who is sick. On 9/11, we had 
many, many people rush to save the 
lives of others, and many worked for 
days to help others. 

One of my colleagues has a con-
stituent who is suffering from his expo-
sure. He has been treated with chemo-
therapy. He, I understand, is here in 
the gallery tonight, up here. We ap-
plaud him and thank him for his serv-
ice. Our prayers, our thoughts, our 
hope, our work to pass this legislation 
is for you and for other workers like 
you who went to help others after the 
deadly attacks. 

I now yield to my good friend and 
colleague from the great State of 
Pennsylvania that had over 1,000 of 
their residents now registered in the 
official registry of those who worked at 
Ground Zero and whom we need to 
monitor for the next 20 or 30 years. 

Mr. DENT. I would like to thank the 
gentlelady from New York (Mrs. 
MALONEY) for arranging this oppor-
tunity to come to the floor to raise 
awareness of the ongoing effects of 9/11. 

I am proud to say that so many from 
Pennsylvania answered the first call 
very, very quickly, among some of the 
first there after the New Yorkers, who 
helped deal with the aftermath of those 
horrible attacks. 

As we all know, September 11, 2001, 
was one of the darkest days in Amer-
ican history. Nearly 3,000 innocent peo-
ple were killed in separate incidents in 
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New York, Pennsylvania and Virginia. 
These attacks were intended to instill 
fear in our hearts and minds and to 
shake our American spirit. 

They did not have that desired effect. 
Instead, they unified a Nation and 
strengthened the resolve of the Amer-
ican people. I neglected to mention 
that one of my own relatives was in the 
North Tower and, thankfully, made it 
out. He was on the 91st floor, made it 
out. All of his colleagues did, too, but 
nobody above them did. So this issue 
has touched us all in many ways. 

September 11, and the long days that 
followed, bore witness to inspiring acts 
of heroism and self-sacrifice. As rescue 
and recovery efforts unfolded, we saw 
Americans reaching out to one an-
other, united in a determination to 
make the country whole again. 

Whether it was neighbor helping 
neighbor or stranger helping stranger, 
Americans from across the country 
simply gave of themselves, and oper-
ating at the front lines of this effort 
were local first responders. I would like 
to take this opportunity to talk about 
one of those first responders, a selfless 
and heroic individual by the name of 
Ryan McCormick. 

Ryan, a native of Bethlehem Town-
ship in my district, has led a life of 
service that we should all try to emu-
late. An Eagle Scout of the Minsi 
Trails Council, Ryan committed him-
self to public service at a very young 
age. Whether he was volunteering at 
the Bethlehem Township Volunteer 
Fire Company, performing search and 
rescue operations with the Civil Air 
Patrol, or defending our Nation as an 8- 
year veteran of the United States 
Army Reserve, Ryan has always been 
concerned about the well-being of oth-
ers. 

Taking the Boy Scout motto of ‘‘Be 
Prepared’’ to heart, Ryan was, indeed, 
prepared and acted without hesitation 
on that fateful Tuesday, Tuesday 
morning of September 11. Ryan was 
working as a paramedic in Newark, 
New Jersey, when his unit was dis-
patched to the terrorist attacks. Rely-
ing on his years of preparation and ex-
perience and firmly committed to help-
ing others, Ryan worked tirelessly 
from September 11 to September 13. 
The work was hard, dirty and dan-
gerous and heartbreaking. But Ryan 
persisted. For him, duty came first. 

b 2145 

But Ryan McCormick paid a terrible 
price for his determination and resolve. 
In late 2002, Ryan started to become 
sick. In the spring of 2003, he was diag-
nosed with Hodgkin’s disease, a cancer 
of the lymphatic system. He has under-
gone consistent treatment for over 4 
years, including a stem cell transplant. 
He is still fighting valiantly against 
his cancer and soon hopes to be well 
enough for another stem cell trans-
plant. 

But Ryan is not alone. Many of the 
first responders who worked to ease the 
suffering of the innocent are now suf-

fering life-threatening illnesses. Fortu-
nately, Ryan, like the rest of his first 
responder colleagues, is a fighter. And 
I am proud to let you know that Ryan 
has joined us tonight and is seated in 
the Gallery. 

Ryan continues to battle this cancer 
while continuing his service to others. 
Ryan is the director of emergency 
management for New Jersey’s largest 
health care system, serves as the Essex 
County emergency management deputy 
EMS coordinator and is a lieutenant 
for the Verona, New Jersey, rescue 
squad. 

In addition, Ryan has started a non-
profit corporation that raises money to 
buy iPods for cancer patients under-
going cancer treatment. This organiza-
tion is named Project Turtle Pods, and 
more information about this endeavor 
can be found at 
www.projectturtlepods.com. 

Ryan, the House of Representatives 
welcomes you and thanks you for your 
courageous service on September 11th. 
You exemplify all that is great about 
the American spirit. 

As ranking member of the Homeland 
Security Committee’s Subcommittee 
on Emergency Communications, Pre-
paredness and Response, I am very well 
aware of the sacrifices our country’s 
first responders make to ensure the 
safety of others. In turn, we in Con-
gress must take on the responsibility 
of protecting those who sacrifice to 
protect us. That is why I have agreed 
to cosponsor Representative MALONEY’s 
bill, House Resolution 128, which urges 
the Department of Health and Human 
Services to prepare a long-term, com-
prehensive plan to medically monitor 
all individuals who were exposed to the 
toxins of Ground Zero. 

Of all the lessons we learned from the 
terrorist attacks of 9/11, there is one 
first and foremost that stands out: We 
must not forget those individuals who 
continue to suffer in the aftermath of 
these events. The spirit found in Ryan 
McCormick is fundamentally Amer-
ican. It is this can-do attitude that 
assures us that we as a Nation can rise 
to meet any challenge that we encoun-
ter. Let us follow the example that 
Ryan has set for us and help those who 
are suffering from afflictions precip-
itated by their involvement in the 9/11 
rescue, recovery and cleanup efforts. 
The people who gave so much to us at 
that site deserve nothing less. 

Again, I want to thank the 
gentlelady from New York (Mrs. 
MALONEY) for tonight’s opportunity to 
speak on this important issue and her 
commitment to our Nation’s first re-
sponders. I want to thank her for her 
friendship and her leadership on this 
issue. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr. 
Speaker, I thank the gentleman for his 
statement. I thank him for working so 
hard not only for Ryan McCormick, his 
constituent, but all the men and 
women who came from every State in 

this Nation, including Alaska and Ha-
waii, to work at Ground Zero and to 
try to help save lives and to try to 
clean up the debris that was there. 

As I mentioned earlier, the New York 
Daily News Editorial Board won the 
Pulitzer Prize for its groundbreaking 
series of editorials entitled, ‘‘9/11, The 
Forgotten Victims.’’ 

Now, I would like to share with you 
an excerpt from this award-winning se-
ries. It is called, ‘‘Abandoned Heroes.’’ 

‘‘They cough. They wheeze. Their 
heads and faces pound with the pres-
sure of swollen sinuses. They lose their 
breath with minor exertion. They suf-
fer the suffocation of asthma and dis-
eases that attack the very tissues of 
their lungs. They endure acid reflux, a 
painful indigestion that never goes 
away. They are haunted by the mental 
and emotional traumas of having wit-
nessed horror. Many are too disabled to 
work, and some have died.’’ 

Like Ryan McCormick, who is with 
us tonight in the Gallery, there were 
many other heroes. Another hero was 
Christopher Hynes, and I would like to 
discuss him, from this award-winning 
series: 

‘‘For Christopher Hynes, life as a for-
gotten victim of 9/11 is a battle of 
breath. Five years ago, Hynes was a 30- 
year-old, healthy, nonsmoking New 
York City police officer. Then, in Sep-
tember and October 2001, he was as-
signed to Ground Zero duty, spending 
more than 100 hours patrolling the area 
of the smoldering rubble of the Twin 
Towers. The air was thick with dust 
and smoky particles. 

‘‘Today, Hynes, married and the fa-
ther of a 4-year-old son, has sarcoid-
osis, a disease that scars lung tissues, 
and asthma, a disease that inflames 
and obstructs the airways of the lungs. 
He coughs constantly and cannot exert 
himself without losing breath. He sur-
vives with the help of steroids and per-
forms restricted duties for the police 
department. 

‘‘ ‘I will probably have this for the 
rest of my life,’ he says.’’ 

We must not forget him. We must 
provide him with health care and moni-
toring and treatment for the rest of his 
life. 

Mr. Speaker, I now would like to rec-
ognize my good friend and colleague, 
GERALD NADLER, who represents the 
Ground Zero area and has worked tire-
lessly on this issue. I grant the gen-
tleman 7 minutes. 

Mr. NADLER. I thank the 
gentlelady. 

Mr. Speaker, when the World Trade 
Center collapsed on September 11, 2001, 
the towers sent up a plume of poi-
sonous dust that blanketed Lower 
Manhattan, Brooklyn, and parts of 
Queens and into New Jersey. A toxic 
mixture of lead, dioxin, asbestos, mer-
cury, benzene and other hazardous con-
taminants swirled around the site of 
the disaster and far afield as rescue 
workers labored furiously in the wreck-
age, many without adequate protective 
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gear. Thousands of first responders in-
haled this poisonous dust before it set-
tled onto and into countless homes, 
shops and office buildings. 

Immediately after the collapse, and 
for the weeks after that, the Environ-
mental Protection Agency had the re-
sponsibility of being the lead agency 
responsible for ensuring the safety of 
the hundreds and thousands of people 
who live and work and attend school in 
Lower Manhattan, Brooklyn and Jer-
sey City, and of the first responders. 

Instead, the EPA and the Federal 
Government betrayed the people who 
live in New York and betrayed all the 
first responders, the police officers and 
the fire officers, and the volunteers 
from all over who came to help us 
clean up. It betrayed them in two 
ways. 

First, the EPA assured all that the 
environmental conditions in New York 
were not hazardous and that the health 
of those near the plume was not in dan-
ger. Former EPA administrator Chris-
tine Todd Whitman irresponsibly de-
clared within a few days after 9/11 that 
the air was safe to breathe and the 
water was safe to drink, and EPA con-
tinued saying that when they had plen-
ty of data to say it wasn’t true. The 
EPA and the Federal Government lied, 
and because of these lies, people are 
sick and dying today. The air was not 
safe. There is no doubt the EPA initi-
ated two separate cover-ups that go on 
to this day. 

For years, the Federal Government, 
the State government, the city govern-
ment insisted that there was no evi-
dence, no proof that people who were 
getting sick, that fire officers and po-
lice officers who had annual exams and 
had been healthy all the time and who 
suddenly could not breathe and could 
not work, this had nothing to do with 
the World Trade Center. You couldn’t 
prove it was because they were 
poisoned by the atmosphere. 

It was only last September, in Sep-
tember 2006, 5 years after the World 
Trade Center collapsed, that this 
cover-up unraveled. 

A study released last September by 
Mount Sinai Hospital found that of the 
more than 9,000 first responders exam-
ined in that study, 70 percent suffered 
health problems related to their work 
at Ground Zero. 

The evidence continues to pile up. 
Yesterday, the New York Times re-
ported a clear link between World 
Trade Center dust and life-threatening 
disease. And yet, until very recently, 
the Health Department and the City of 
New York continued to deny that this 
was the case. 

The City of New York continues to 
contest every workers comp case filed 
because, obviously, these are all malin-
gerers; nothing was true. 

The article in yesterday’s Time cites 
reports by doctors from the fire depart-
ment of New York and the Albert Ein-
stein Medical College which again con-
firm what we have known, that all hon-
est people have known for years: that 

we are facing a major health crisis as a 
result of September 11th. And we know 
that these conditions are very often 
long-lasting, life-lasting and that they 
go on and on. 

In the days and weeks after 9/11, New 
York City firefighters and police offi-
cers joined with workers and volun-
teers from all 50 States to aid in the 
colossal rescue and recovery effort. But 
more than 5 years later, the Federal 
Government has not begun to do its 
part. 

To this day, there has been no com-
prehensive program by the Federal 
Government to monitor, as Mrs. 
MALONEY said, to monitor the health of 
all the victims, the firefighters, the 
cleanup workers. There has been no 
provision of medical services. 

The President finally, in this year’s 
budget that we are now debating, pro-
poses supplying $25 million. And yet we 
know that the cost of caring for these 
people will be probably in the neigh-
borhood of $300 million per year for the 
indefinite future. 

For every day that goes by, more and 
more people become sick and are diag-
nosed with illnesses that their doctors 
attribute to the contamination of the 
World Trade Center. That is why a 
number of pieces of legislation have 
been introduced. For instance, Sen-
ators CLINTON, MENENDEZ, SCHUMER 
and KENNEDY, and in this House, Con-
gressman TOWNS, ENGEL, WEINER, and I 
have introduced the 9/11 Heroes Health 
Improvement Act of 2007, which would 
provide more than $1.9 billion in Fed-
eral funding for medical and mental 
health screening, testing, monitoring 
and treatment grants for institutions 
that provide care to those whose health 
was affected in the 9/11 attacks, for the 
next 6 years, this would cover. 

And that is just the first cover-up. 
The second cover-up is that we know 
that the World Trade Center contami-
nation settled in Lower Manhattan, in 
Brooklyn, in Queens, probably in Jer-
sey City, in many neighborhoods, 
buildings and onto streets. Nature 
cleans up the outdoor air, but it 
doesn’t clean up the indoor air. The 
rain washes away dust in the outdoors; 
the wind blows it away. But nothing re-
moves the indoors. People were told, 
don’t worry, it is safe to move back to 
Lower Manhattan. In high school, stu-
dents were told to go back after a 
week. And yet, we know that the in-
door contamination was not dealt with 
properly. We know that, unless prop-
erly cleaned up, professionally cleaned 
up, indoor spaces are still contami-
nated; that even if you went in, as the 
New York City Department of Health 
urged, and said, ‘‘If you see World 
Trade Center dust in your apartment, 
clean it up with a wet mop and a wet 
rag,’’ and the EPA echoed this advice. 
This, too, was a betrayal, because not 
only is that advice illegal because we 
know that much of that dust had asbes-
tos in it, and it is illegal to remove as-
bestos-laden material, to move it, to 
touch it, to deal with it unless you are 

properly licensed to, certified to do so 
and wearing equipment. But EPA and 
the City of New York Health Depart-
ment told people to remove it with a 
wet mop and a wet rag. 

We also know that, if you did that, 
besides being illegal, you probably in-
haled some of it. And the very often 
immigrant workers hired by fly-by- 
night firms, who, not professionally, 
did this probably inhaled a lot of it. 
And we also know that, if you did it, 
you didn’t thoroughly do it; that the 
dust settled into the porous wood sur-
faces and into the carpets and the 
drapes and behind the refrigerator and 
into the HVAC systems. And where the 
toddler crawls on the rug today and 
loosens that dust into the air, that tod-
dler is being poisoned today. We prob-
ably have thousands or tens of thou-
sands of people all over Manhattan and 
Brooklyn and Queens and Jersey City 
who are being poisoned today and who 
we will see come down with asbestosis 
and mesothelioma and lung cancer 15 
years from now, because it has never 
been properly cleaned up because the 
EPA continues to deny its responsi-
bility. 

The EPA ombudsman’s office was 
called in at my request in February 
and March of 2002, and held hearings to 
see what could be done about this. 
What happened? The EPA abolished the 
ombudsman’s office. 

The EPA set up, at Senator CLINTON’s 
request, a scientific advisory body to 
look into this. They started saying, 
‘‘Hey, wait a minute. We have got a 
major problem here.’’ What happened? 
They were disbanded by the EPA. 

The EPA inspector general’s office 
looked into this, and came out with a 
report in August of 2003, saying that 
thousands of people are endangered by 
this; that what we have to do is ran-
domly inspect indoor spaces, apart-
ments and work spaces in concentric 
circles going out from the World Trade 
Center so that we can find out where 
the contamination still exists, maybe 3 
blocks in one direction, maybe 3 miles 
in another direction. But, wherever it 
is, map it, delineate it, and wherever it 
is, go in on a building-by-building 
basis, clean it up so that people are not 
continually poisoned indefinitely. 

b 2200 
Clean it up, so that people are not 

continually poisoned indefinitely. 
What happened to that report? It was 
ignored by the EPA, and the people in 
the Inspector General’s Office are no 
longer there. 

And again, at Senator CLINTON’s in-
sistence and because CAROLYN 
MALONEY and I and others insisted, the 
EPA set up another scientific advisory 
body in 2005. What happened? They 
started saying, you know, the Inspec-
tor General is right and what the EPA 
has done is inadequate. What hap-
pened? They were disbanded before 
they could make official recommenda-
tions. 

To this day, we know that we are poi-
soning large numbers of people contin-
ually and piling up unnecessary cases 
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of fatal diseases that will come out in 
10 and 15 years because the Federal 
Government and the city government 
of New York has ignored this problem 
and covered it up. 

So, in summary, we have two sepa-
rate cover-ups, one of which unraveled 
only within the last year. We are try-
ing to deal with it. We still don’t have 
the funds to deal with it. The Federal 
Government, the Bush administration 
has ignored it, basically. They have not 
come out with proper recommenda-
tions. 

Some of us, Congresswoman 
MALONEY, Congressman SHAYS, myself, 
Senator CLINTON, have made legislative 
proposals for long-term care and moni-
toring of the medical conditions caused 
that will be with us for the next 50 
years. We don’t have administration 
support. We haven’t enacted that legis-
lation. We must. 

But at least, because that cover-up 
unraveled last year, we’re talking 
about it. But that second cover-up, 
they’re still denying it. The City of 
New York is still denying it. The Fed-
eral Government is still denying it. 
And until they admit it, until we do 
the proper investigation in the way 
that the Inspector General rec-
ommended and look at all the areas 
and find out where the contamination 
is and go in and clean it up, and it may 
cost a couple of billion dollars to do 
that, but until we do that we will con-
tinue poisoning people, we will con-
tinue making sure that 10 and 15 and 20 
years from now we will have thousands 
perhaps of unnecessary cases of fatal 
diseases. 

So I say to you, Mr. Speaker, I thank 
Ms. MALONEY for calling this special 
order tonight. But I say to you, we 
must enact a legislation such as CARO-
LYN has talked about, such as I have 
talked about, such as others have, to 
put into place systematic means of 
monitoring and providing medical serv-
ices for the victims, the first respond-
ers. But we must also make sure that 
the EPA and the Federal Government 
step up to the plate, unravel that sec-
ond cover-up, peel it away, see what 
the problem is, inspect the areas, find 
out where the contamination still is. 
And where it still is, go in and on a 
building by building basis clean it up 
so that we can know that people can 
live and work in areas without being 
poisoned and without coming down 
with additional diseases. 

Without doing this, we are adding to 
the work of the terrorists. The Federal 
and city governments are becoming 
complicit in adding to the victims. It 
was bad enough the terrorists cost us 
3,000 dead that day. The Federal and 
city government should not be adding 
to the victims as they still are. 

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. I 
thank the gentleman for his hard work 
and for his statement and for being 
here tonight. I know that he has many 
constituents such as Congressman 
DENT, and we thank Ryan McCormick 
for being with us in the Chamber to-
night. 

I want to talk about another victim 
of 9/11, Winston Lodge. He was written 
about in ‘‘The Making of a Health Dis-
aster’’ which was originally published 
July 25, 2006; and I quote from the 
Daily News. 

‘‘For Winston Lodge, life as a forgot-
ten victim of 9/11 is the torment of 
chronically inflamed and bleeding si-
nuses. 

‘‘5 years ago, Lodge was a 44-year old 
iron worker who helped build things. 
Then, called on to help dismantle the 
pile, he pitched in at Ground Zero for 
12 hours a day, 7 days a week for a 
month. 

‘‘Today, Lodge’s nose runs constantly 
and often bleeds. He suffers headaches 
from sinus pressure, has shortness of 
breath from chronic bronchitis, and 
has acid reflux, a painful heartburn. He 
has undergone surgery to relieve sinus 
difficulties and is waiting for a second 
operation. 

‘‘Since 2004, Lodge, a divorced father 
of four, has not been able to work; and 
he says, and I quote, ‘‘I am sick to my 
bones, and I need help.’’ 

A number of people have worked very 
hard on this and held hearings to focus 
on this issue, including Mrs. CLINTON 
and, very recently, ED TOWNS had one 
in Brooklyn, New York, about the 
health impacts on his constituents in 
Brooklyn. He held another one here in 
Washington. 

But the first person to call a series of 
hearings on the health impacts of 9/11 
was my colleague from Connecticut, 
CHRISTOPHER SHAYS. Under the Govern-
ment Reform and Oversight Com-
mittee, he held hearings in New York, 
many here in Washington, that helped 
focus the light on the need for every-
one to be monitored who was exposed 
to those deadly toxins and everyone 
who is sick to be treated. We thank 
you for holding those hearings and for 
joining us tonight in this special order. 
Thank you, Mr. SHAYS. 

Mr. SHAYS. Thank you, Representa-
tive MALONEY; and it is really a privi-
lege to be with you and both JERRY 
NADLER. I know that both of you have 
been at the forefront of this issue and 
clearly have been championing it, both 
of you. 

But I particularly want to thank 
Mrs. MALONEY. Because you were the 
one who, serving on my subcommittee 
at the time, said we needed to get at 
this issue. And you’re the reason why 
we ended up having these hearings. 

During the last 2 years, as chairman 
of the Subcommittee on National Secu-
rity, Emerging Threats and Inter-
national Relations, we held four over-
sight hearings on the federally funded 
medical monitoring and registry pro-
grams that were established following 
the September 11 terrorist attacks. 
And you, obviously, and Mr. NADLER, 
were major participants. The wit-
nesses’ testimony at the subcommittee 
clearly demonstrated the significant 
health challenges faced by the Ground 
Zero responders, as well as the need for 
their continued health monitoring. 

You know, nearly 6 years after the 
cataclysmic attacks on the World 
Trade Centers, shock waves still ema-
nate from Ground Zero. Diverse and de-
layed health problems continue to 
emerge in those exposed to the con-
taminants and psychological stressors 
unleashed on September 11, 2001. 

Firefighters, police, emergency med-
ical personnel, transit workers, con-
struction crews and other first re-
sponders, as well as volunteers, came 
to Ground Zero knowing there would 
be risks but confident their community 
would sustain them. These individuals 
did not just go to work on that day. 
They went to war. 

However, as we know, Federal, State 
and local health support has not pro-
vided the care and comfort they need 
and rightfully deserve. 

After the 1991 war in the Persian 
Gulf, veterans suffering a variety of 
unfamiliar syndromes faced daunting 
official resistance to evidence linking 
multiple low-level toxic exposure to 
subsequent chronic ill health. In part 
due to our subcommittee, long-term 
registrants were improved and an ag-
gressive research agenda was pursued 
and sick veterans now have some of the 
benefits, in law, of presumption that 
wartime exposures cause certain ill-
nesses. 

When the front line is not Baghdad 
but now lower Manhattan, occupa-
tional medicine and public health prac-
titioners still have much to learn from 
that distant Middle East battlefield. 
Proper diagnosis, effective treatment 
and fair compensation for the delayed 
casualties of toxic attacks require vigi-
lance, persistence and a willingness to 
admit what we do not yet know and 
might never know about toxic 
synergies and syndromes. Health sur-
veillance has to be focused and sus-
tained and new treatment approaches 
have to be tried to restore damaged 
lives before it is too late. And I fear it 
really is becoming almost too late. 

Still today, it appears the public 
health approach to lingering environ-
mental hazards remains unfocused and 
halting. The unquestionable need for 
long-term monitoring has been met 
with only short-term commitments. 
Screening and monitoring results have 
not been translated into timely proto-
cols that could be used by a broader 
range of treating physicians. Valuable 
data sets compiled by competing pro-
grams may atrophy as money and vigi-
lance wane. 

Both the executive and legislative 
branches of our Federal Government 
are failing those who were on the front 
lines nearly 6 years ago. Many respond-
ers, workers, residents and school-
children are getting sick from the tox-
ins that they were exposed to in the 
area around Ground Zero. We are not 
providing those affected with satisfac-
tory treatments and care. 

We need to know how many people 
are sick or how many become sick or 
how they may become sick and if they 
are receiving proper medical care. We 
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also need to talk to the doctors who 
are treating them to determine if they 
are aware of how best to care for these 
victims. 

I just have two more points I want to 
make. We have spent billions of dollars 
improving our method to defend the 
United States against another terrorist 
attack, and we are certainly safer than 
we were in 2001. But we are still not 
completely safe. I believe we need to 
use oversight hearings to help prepare 
for a similar attack in another city, to 
determine how large an area the gov-
ernment should be monitoring for 
health effects, and what some of these 
of the best practices are to minimize 
the impact and treat future victims in 
these catastrophic situations. 

It is our duty to care for the victims 
who continue to live with illnesses 
caused by the events of that fateful 
day, to monitor, track and treat their 
symptoms and to ensure they have 
knowledge of and access to services 
available to them. Congress and the ad-
ministration also have a duty to make 
sure we as a Nation have learned from 
their experiences so we can effectively 
and expeditiously respond to a similar 
horrendous event in the future, and I 
think that’s what both of you are try-
ing to do and trying to highlight. 

My constituents don’t live in New 
York City. But I had a number who 
came and spent every day at Ground 
Zero, and I just know what they’re 
dealing with. And we know so many 
others. There are thousands of others 
of individuals, and they need our atten-
tion. 

I thank our colleague, and I hope we 
have a chance to have a little bit of a 
dialogue about this. 

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Well, I 
thank my colleague and good friend 
from Connecticut; and I thank him par-
ticularly for the public hearings that 
really focused the need and, I think, 
helped us achieve partial funding, the 
$25 million that we got in the Presi-
dent’s budget. As we know, JERRY and 
the New York delegation, along with 
Senators CLINTON and SCHUMER, we 
have worked very hard to have $50 mil-
lion added to the supplemental budget 
for the health needs of the 9/11 workers. 
This has been a delegation-wide pri-
ority on both sides of the aisle led by 
our two Senators and by the entire del-
egation. 

I remember your hearings very viv-
idly, the men and woman who came 
and testified who were sick. They came 
with their pills. They came with their 
coughs. Some could hardly breathe. 
They could hardly talk. 

I want to share another story with 
my colleagues of Jeffrey Endean, who 
was highlighted in the Daily News arti-
cles as life as a forgotten victim of 9/11. 
And he says, 5 years ago, he was a 51- 
year old Division Commander for Mor-
ris County New Jersey’s Sheriff Office. 
He was healthy, able to run several 
miles. 

Then he was pressed into Ground 
Zero service because he had experience 

helping first responders cope at horrific 
scenes. He worked 12 hours a day, from 
September 11 to November 22, 2001. 

Today, he has reactive airways dys-
function syndrome, RADS, a rare irri-
tant-induced form of asthma. His si-
nuses often bleed. He is prone to head-
aches and upper respiratory infections. 

Married, the father of three and 
grandfather of three, he retired in 2003; 
and he says, ‘‘I start the day with four 
to five inhalers and a pill. Will I have 
cancer at 66? Will I live my life as long 
as I should?’’ 

That is the question, and that is why 
JERRY and CHRIS and I have worked so 
hard to have monitoring. And we need 
to continue this monitoring treatment 
not just for the next 5 years but doc-
tors say for the next 20 or 30 years. New 
diseases are coming up. Pulmonary fi-
brosis, where the fibers in the lungs, 
they can hardly breathe. It’s like an 
iron lung. 

And, JERRY, you were at those hear-
ings. Can you comment and add to 
what CHRIS said about the hearings? 
And JERRY and I and CHRIS really rep-
resent many people who work there, 
the residents. We need to get the resi-
dents into the registry, too. 

Mr. NADLER. Thank you, CAROLYN. 
What struck me about the hearings 

was several things. We’ve had hearings 
for a number of years, and I remember 
the first hearing I attended was pre-
sided over by Senator LIEBERMAN, a 
U.S. Senate hearing back in February 
of 2002. But none of this has changed. 
It’s 5 years later, and it hasn’t 
changed. 

Number one, you see the victims, the 
first responders, the people who 
dropped everything they were doing to 
help, to help victims that we thought 
people might be still alive under the 
debris. They weren’t. Who then helped 
with the cleanup to get, who worked on 
the pile for 40 and 50 days. And we 
heard story after story of how healthy 
people were no longer healthy and they 
could no longer work and they could no 
longer breathe, how they now had to 
take 20 and 30 and 40 different pills and 
medications a day, how they couldn’t 
pay for the medications, how they had 
lost their jobs, and because they lost 
their jobs they lost their health cov-
erage and how the workers comp sys-
tem didn’t work for them. 

b 2215 
How a hero who was given an award 

for heroism at the World Trade Center, 
when he went for workers’ comp, they 
said, Prove you were there. 

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. JERRY, 
I have his picture in my office. He 
found the flag, the flag that was flown 
around the world from Ground Zero, 
and they will not acknowledge that he 
worked there. He got awards. And what 
struck me about him and many others, 
JERRY and CHRIS, if you will remember, 
at that hearing they testified they 
would do it again even though they 
know they had lost their health. 

Mr. NADLER. So the first thing we 
saw at those hearings were these peo-

ple testifying about how they selflessly 
worked, and we know that they did, 
and how they had been betrayed by 
every level of government in treating 
them, by the workers’ comp and the 
State, by the Federal Government. 

The second thing was it was clear 
from the heroic work done by the peo-
ple at Mount Sinai and the Fire De-
partment of the City of New York, in 
trying to deal with these sick people 
and who had to put the funding to-
gether for private philanthropic 
sources, that until last year there was 
no government funding for any of this 
whatsoever. Finally we got a few mil-
lion dollars. 

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. It is a 
scandal. An absolute scandal. And at 
the hearing remember the Health Com-
missioner testified that Zadroga did 
not die from 9/11? I couldn’t believe it. 

Mr. NADLER. The Health Commis-
sioner testified that. There has been a 
denial, a straightforward denial, by 
City and State people because they 
don’t want to admit liability. 

The third thing was that even now, 
even now, when Dr. Agwunobi testified, 
he said we will have a plan. Well, we 
haven’t seen the plan. We know now 
that it is going to cost about $300 mil-
lion a year just to deal with the health 
conditions of the people we know 
about. Never mind the cleaning up of 
the contaminated areas, but just for 
the first responders, it is going to cost 
about $300 million a year. The Presi-
dent proposed $25 million, but it was 
made very clear at the hearing, the 
last hearing, that the plan that the 
Federal Government was going to come 
up with, if they actually come up with 
a plan, would not deal with residents, 
would not deal with the health prob-
lems of people who are living there, 
who were beseeched by the City and 
Federal Government to come back and 
live and work in lower Manhattan and 
are suffering because they listened to 
that. 

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Our 
legislation calls for that all the resi-
dents should be covered. But remem-
ber, at the last hearing that Congress-
man TOWNS had, Agwunobi testified 
that we no longer needed a plan, that 
he wasn’t going to give us a plan. 

They said they would give us a plan 
in February. Where is it? That is why 
we have a resolution calling for a plan 
on how we are going to monitor and 
treat these heroes and heroines. 

Mr. NADLER. And that is a scandal 
also. The other thing that was very 
clear, and it has been clear from the 
EPA right up to date, is that the reg-
istry has dealt with people who live or 
who work in lower Manhattan, below 
Canal Street, as if there was a 30,000- 
foot high wall along Canal Street or a 
Star Trek-type force field along Canal 
Street and across the East River be-
cause, after all, anyone who lives north 
of Canal Street has no problem. And 
anybody who lives in Brooklyn, where 
we saw the satellite photos showed the 
plume went and where Congressman 
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WEINER testified that at his office 10 
miles away, debris was falling on the 
terrace at his office, and we know it 
was falling across all these neighbor-
hoods across Brooklyn; we don’t have 
to deal with that. We are going to be 
studiously ignorant of all the people in 
these other places outside of lower 
Manhattan. That was brought out very 
clearly in Congressman TOWNS’ hear-
ing. And the fact is, we have to look at 
all these hearings areas and do the job 
properly. 

Mr. SHAYS. I would add to that but 
also make the point that this won’t be 
the first city that will have to deal 
with this kind of issue. I mean, we 
want to be able to protect and prevent 
a terrorist attack, but there may be 
some other event. And what we also 
need is a protocol that makes sure that 
future first responders are never put in 
this condition and that residents 
around wherever an event takes place 
are notified and given good informa-
tion. The bottom line is, no one was 
ever given good information from day 
one. 

Mr. NADLER. That is a very good 
point. 

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. That is 
very true. But I also want to build on 
what he said, that people are going to 
be watching how we treat these first 
responders. God forbid that we have an-
other 9/11 attack or another terrorist 
attack, they are going to know that we 
weren’t there to provide, at the very 
least, the health care and the moni-
toring that the heroes and heroines 
need, and that is a very important 
precedent. It is not only, do we need to 
take care of these men and women, Mr. 
McCormick, who is with us tonight in 
the Gallery, but we have to send a mes-
sage that we are going to be there for 
our first responders. 

Mr. NADLER. There are a couple of 
lessons that really should be learned 
here. One, Abraham Lincoln said, at 
the end of the Civil War, that you have 
to care for him who shall have borne 
the battle and for his widow and his or-
phan. We are failing in doing that, 
when he who shall have borne the bat-
tle here are heroes who came in to 
help, and we are abandoning them. 

Second, the EPA had a duty to do the 
job here. They failed in that duty. And 
that is a danger for the future. The law 
provides that the EPA must come in 
and classify the area and make sure 
and protect people, and the OSHA laws 
were enforced in Washington so no one 
got sick. They weren’t enforced in New 
York, and 50,000 people are sick. 

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. I 
know. There were lots of terrible mis-
takes that are causing people their 
health now. 

And in closing in this final minute, I 
just want to underscore that we as a 
Nation must not forget the firefighters, 
police officers, emergency medical 
technicians and all the other respond-
ers, volunteers and residents who 
bravely rushed down to save lives even 
as everyone else was running in the op-

posite direction. We must not forget 
the rescue, recovery and cleanup work-
ers who stayed on for months at 
Ground Zero in service to our country. 
And we must not forget the residents, 
area workers and school children who 
lived, worked and studied through the 
toxins and have now become sick. 

Once again, I stand on this floor of 
Congress and note that this was an at-
tack against our Nation, and we know 
that the Nation responded. Every State 
has workers that were affected by the 
deadly toxins at Ground Zero. Every 
State had residents who rushed to our 
State and rushed down to Ground Zero 
to help. We will never forget them, and 
we will not stop. Both sides of the 
aisle, we are committed to making sure 
that everyone who was exposed to the 
deadly toxins is treated and everyone 
who is sick is going to get medical 
care. That is the least that we can do 
for these brave men and women. 

I thank my colleagues and especially 
Ryan McCormick, who is here with us 
tonight, for coming. And I thank you 
for your work not only tonight on this 
Special Order tonight but throughout 
your year in Congress. Since 9/11, it has 
been a priority of yours. And my con-
stituents, the thousands that were af-
fected thank you for your efforts, and I 
thank you for having this opportunity 
of joining me in this Special Order. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
ELLISON). The Chair would remind all 
Members that the rules prohibit refer-
ring to guests in the gallery. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess subject to 
the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 24 
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess subject to the call of the Chair. 

f 
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. ARCURI) at 11 o’clock and 
8 minutes p.m. 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 2237, PROVIDING FOR REDE-
PLOYMENT OF UNITED STATES 
ARMED FORCES AND DEFENSE 
CONTRACTORS FROM IRAQ; PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 2206, U.S. TROOP READINESS, 
VETERANS’ CARE, KATRINA RE-
COVERY, AND IRAQ ACCOUNT-
ABILITY APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 
2007; AND PROVIDING FOR CON-
SIDERATION OF H.R. 2207, AGRI-
CULTURAL DISASTER ASSIST-
ANCE AND WESTERN STATES 
EMERGENCY UNFINISHED BUSI-
NESS APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2007 

Mr. MCGOVERN, from the Com-
mittee on Rules, submitted a privi-
leged report (Rept. No. 110–143) on the 
resolution (H. Res. 387) providing for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2237) to 
provide for the redeployment of United 
States Armed Forces and defense con-
tractors from Iraq; providing for con-
sideration of the bill (H.R. 2206) mak-
ing emergency supplemental appropria-
tions for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2007, and for other purposes; 
and providing for consideration of the 
bill (H.R. 2207) making supplemental 
appropriations for agricultural and 
other emergency assistance for the fis-
cal year ending September 30, 2007, and 
for other purposes, which was referred 
to the House Calendar and ordered to 
be printed. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 2082, INTELLIGENCE AU-
THORIZATION ACT FOR FISCAL 
YEAR 2008 

Mr. MCGOVERN, from the Com-
mittee on Rules, submitted a privi-
leged report (Rept. No. 110–144) on the 
resolution (H. Res. 388) providing for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2082) to 
authorize appropriations for fiscal year 
2008 for intelligence and intelligence- 
related activities of the United States 
Government, the Community Manage-
ment Account, and the Central Intel-
ligence Agency Retirement and Dis-
ability System, and for other purposes, 
which was referred to the House Cal-
endar and ordered to be printed. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut (at the re-
quest of Mr. HOYER) for today. 

Mr. MORAN of Kansas (at the request 
of Mr. BOEHNER) for today on account 
of inspecting tornado damage. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED 

By unanimous consent, permission to 
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders 
heretofore entered, was granted to: 

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. MCDERMOTT) to revise and 
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